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Billings, Montana, March 21, 2026 - Leaders, organizers, and relatives from

across Indian Country gathered in Billings, Montana for the All Nations Planning

Session for the 150th Battle of the Little Bighorn. Hosted by the Northern

Cheyenne Nation and the Billings Urban Indian Wellness Center, the meeting

brought together voices united in purpose—to honor history and prepare for a

powerful commemoration.

Throughout the session, participants worked through key planning details,

including National Park Service coordination, logistics such as water, waste, and

restrooms, and projections for tribal participation. Conversations also covered

horse rider routes, transportation and public safety with MDOT, food planning,

youth involvement, cultural activities like dances and traditional games, as well

as vendors, motorcycle riders, media access, emergency services, and security.

A heartfelt thank you was extended to the Real Bird Family for generously

offering the use of their land and providing a tour of the meeting and campsite

areas, grounding the planning in a place of deep historical significance.

The gathering marked another step toward making the 150th commemoration a

meaningful and well-prepared event. The next planning meeting will take place

in April at Rosebud, South Dakota, where attendees are encouraged to bring

updates on projected numbers, potential speakers, and tribal agenda items.
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Thunder Ceremony 2026

Black Elk Peak, March 21, 2026  - Tribal programs gathered at

Black Elk’s Peak to attend the Welcome Back the Thunders

Ceremony. Vehicles lined the highway as community members,

staff, and leadership arrived in record large numbers, reflecting

the significance of the occasion.

Adult Corrections provided security, ensuring the safety and

orderly flow of traffic and participants. Tokala Inajinyo

coordinated the event and organized meetings in advance,

while also assisting attendees throughout the gathering. Many

other tribal program were present in recognition of the

ceremony’s cultural and community importance.

The gathering marked a meaningful moment of unity, respect,

and cultural renewal as the Wakiyan’s make their way back.
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WELCOME BACK THE
THUNDERS
CEREMONY

SATURDAY
MARCH 21st, 2026

8:00am MST

To all Lakota, Nakota, Dakota peoples and their relatives, Hau Mitakuye!
We will gather at the Sacred Mountain of the People. Hehan Kaga Paha - Black Elk

Peak in the Black Hills.
This is a ceremony to Welcome Back the Thunders and to prepare for the new year
ahead of us and a place of cultural healing for boarding school survivors and their

descendants.
Registration and refreshments will be at the picnic area.

Please dress in warm layers and bring good walking shoes as the trail may be icy and
muddy. ALL children must be accompanied by an adult.

Just a friendly reminder this is a traditional ceremony so we are respectively asking all
young women on their time to stay at camp.

For further information please contact Russell Eagle Bear at (605)441-9884 or Ben
Rhodd at (605)393-7329.

Sponsored by Tokala Inajinyo Youth Leadership Mentoring Program, RST Ake Wiconi Support Group, RST
Alcohol and Drug Treatment Program, RST Youth Rehabilitation & Aftercare Program, RST Adult

Corrections, Sicangu Oyate Land Office, RST Wellness Center, RST Commodity Program, SGU Running
Club, RST CHR, RST Administration, RST Game Fish and Parks, Tribal Historic Preservation Office, RST

Forestry, Community Services, RST Ambulance Service, RSTACF Substance Use Recovery Initiative.

Page 5



Edwin Young for Completing Law Enforcement Traning 
CONGRATSCONGRATSCONGRATS
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April 2026 

Dates to Remember 
April 24, 2026 

Veteran Food Box Distribution 
Buche’s-Mission, SD Startingat 8:00 AM until all gone.

 
Veteran Hamburger Distribution 
Buche’s-
Mission,SDStartingat9:00AMunti3:00PM 
 
April 29, 2026 
Black Hills VA Medical Doctors 
VA Medical staff will be on site for
veterans. Also Military ID’s will be issued
to veterans. 
Veterans: Remember to bring your DD-214 ormilitary ID. If youare sending a
proxy to pick up either a food box or your hamburger, please notify us so we
know who is authorized to pick up for you. Office: 605-747-2593 or Cell:
605-319-0834 

April29,2026
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