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On September 23, 2025, the Holy Innocents
Episcopal Church in Parmelee, SD, hosted a
community event that saw the attendance of
several Bishops from the South Dakota and
California Episcopal Diocese. Among those
who made a notable appearance were Russell
Eagle Bear, Cultural Liaison of the President's
Office, and Shari Burnette, Office Manager.
Their presence underscored the strong
relationship between the President's Office
and local community organizations. The event
provided an opportunity for fellowship and
engagement, allowing presidential staff to
connect with community members in a
meaningful setting. 

Presidential statement for Wounded Knee Medalist

Picture by Shari Burnette

Presidential Staff Participate in Parades

COMMUNITY SWEARING-IN

This year President Wooden Knife and staff actively participated in several school
homecoming parades on the Rosebud Reservation, including White River, Saint Francis,
Todd County, and Winner High School. Many students, parents, and school faculty
expressed their happiness with their tribal leader participating in their homecoming
events. On Saturday, October 11th, the President’s Office and newly elected Secretary Tonia
Marshall also participated in the He Sapa “Indigenous Day” Celebration Parade in Rapid
City, South Dakota.  Their engagement highlighted their leadership and commitment to the
tribe's well-being and positive image, while also strengthening community relations,
promoting cultural pride, and supporting educational initiatives with our tribal members
living in the Paha Sapa area.

October 1, 2025, RST Tribal Office. In the last tribal general
election, we voted for our local community officers. After the
tribal election board certified the election, President Wooden
Knife took time to swear in our newly elected community
officers. The recent swearing-in ceremony brought a renewed
sense of community and purpose to the reservation. The tribal
President officiated the event, dedicating time to formally induct
the newly elected community officers. This significant occasion
marked a new chapter for the local communities, as their newly
chosen representatives stepped forward to take on the
responsibilities of leadership and service. The ceremony was a
testament to the ongoing commitment to self-governance and
community development within the reservation.

The Rosebud Sioux Tribe’s President released a statement responding
to the recent decision made by Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth.
President Kathleen Wooden Knife of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe has
issued a strong response to Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth's recent
decision regarding the 1890 Wounded Knee Medal of Honor recipients.
Recently, Secretary Hegseth publicized that the 20 soldiers who
obtained the Medal of Honor for their actions at Wounded Knee
would continue to keep their awards.
President Kathleen Wooden Knife responded, “To this day, our families
carry that pain. To continue to decorate those responsible with our
nation’s highest military honor is not only historically inaccurate, but it
also dishonors every Veteran who has truly earned the Medal through
valor and sacrifice.”
“The Rosebud Sioux Tribe is deeply disappointed in the administration’s
decision to allow Medals of Honor to remain with the soldiers who
carried out the Wounded Knee Massacre.
What happened at Wounded Knee in 1890 was not a battle; it was the
slaughter of more than 250 peaceful Lakota men, women, and children.
To this day, our families carry that pain. To continue to decorate those
responsible with our nation’s highest military honor is not only
historically inaccurate, but it also dishonors every Veteran who has truly
earned the Medal through valor and sacrifice.
Even Major General Nelson Miles, who oversaw soldiers involved in the
massacre, described it as “the most abominable military blunder and a
horrible massacre of women and children” rather than a legitimate
engagement. Nearly a century later, Senator Daniel Inouye, a Medal of
Honor recipient, sponsored Joint Resolution 153 (1990), which expressed
“deep regret on behalf of the United States to the descendants of the
victims and survivors” of the massacre.
Miles’s condemnation and the U.S. Congress’s later apologies do not
indicate an honorable engagement but a cowardly act.
The Rosebud Sioux Tribe has long called for these Medals to be
rescinded, along with many Tribal Nations and allies who know the
difference between courage in war and the taking of innocent lives. By
refusing to act, the administration perpetuates a grave injustice and
diminishes the meaning of the Medal itself.
The Rosebud Sioux Tribe will continue to press for justice. Healing
cannot come when the government continues to honor those who took part
in one of the darkest chapters in American history.”
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Office of the President

Lakota Sentence of The Month
Translation By Russell Eagle Bear

Lakota : Lakota Wounspe na Lakota Iyapi Unspe
iciciyapo!

English: Learn the ways of our people and learn
the Lakota language!

Presidential  Representatives Participate in Episcopal Event
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OST invites RST to Broadband Event

RST Groundbreaking Ceremony

Pictures by Maleah Kills Warrior

Office of the President

 The Rosebud Sioux Tribe was extended an
invitation by the Oglala Sioux Tribe to attend
their Broadband Ribbon Cutting event on
October 27, 2025. This event was held in the
Wakpamni Lake Community, a community that
shares similar challenges with the Rosebud
Sioux Tribe's own rural and isolated
communities. This new service successfully
creates additional opportunities for the
Wakpamni community, including
advancements in telehealth, Lakota language
preservation, educational opportunities for
the youth and direct tribal services for its
membership. “We thank our relations to the
East, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, for being with
us through the same arduous approval process
with this project. It’s been a long road but our
youth, our tribal members, and our elders will
benefit from this advancement in technology
to their community,” stated OST President
Star Comes Out.

War Bonnet Finds It Way Home
October 20th, 2025, Rosebud, SD. An eagle feather War Bonnet was
repatriated to the Rosebud Sioux Tribe by US Fish and Wildlife agents.
The bonnet was confiscated in February of 2020 by US Customs Agents
and sat five years in federal confinement until a Federal Judge remanned
it to the custody of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe. During the administration
of former RST President, Rodney Bordeaux, a formal correspondence was
sent to the US Fish and Wildlife Service, advocating for the War Bonnet's
return. Its eventual repatriation was commemorated with a sentimental
ceremony, attended by representatives from the THPO office, the RST
President's Office, the Treasurer's Office, and other employees. This
occasion serves as a compelling affirmation of the enduring vitality of
traditional legal frameworks and the paramount importance of cultural
preservation for the Rosebud Sioux Tribe.
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The RST IT Department and Broadband Program hosted a
groundbreaking ceremony for the Wiwila Wakpala
Oyanke (Spring Creek Community) on June 6,  2025. Many
esteemed speakers were invited to address the attendees,
including President Kathleen Wooden Knife; former RST
President, Scott Herman; RST Treasurer Wayne Boyd;
Spring Creek Council Rep., Lila Kills In Sight; Okreek
Council Rep., Wayne Fredrick; SD State Representative,
Eric Emery; SD State Senator Tamara Grove; Oglala Sioux
Tribe President, Frank Star Comes Out; OST 5  Member,
Trina Lone Hill; OST IT Department; OST Attorney Mario
Gonzalez; and many OST Tribal Council members.
Speakers delivered significant remarks on how this
initiative will enhance rural connectivity within the area.

th
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Picture by Maleah Kills Warrior

Office of the President

Great Plains Tribal Chairman’s
Association Monthly Meeting
President Wooden Knife attended the
Great Plains Tribal Chairman’s
Association meeting for the Month of
October, contributing suggestions to the
preliminary planning for the 150th Battle
of the Little Bighorn Celebration amongst
many other issues facing Indian Country.
Wooden Knife was also appointed
Treasurer of the Great Plains Tribal
Chairman’s Association thus solidifying a
solid voice for Rosebud Sioux Tribe.
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September 5th, 2025, White River, South Dakota.  The RST White River Health Care Center had an official
groundbreaking ceremony to mark the beginning of construction on the long-awaited new facility to house
our elderly.   

Russel Eagle Bear gives opening prayer
along side Brandi Hodges, RST WRHCC

Administrator.

RST WRHCC Board of Directors. (Left to Right)
Ruth Knife, Brandi Hodges, Audrey Schmidt,

Linda Honahni, and Jordan Rahn.

President Kathleen Wooden Knife
welcoming all attendees along side of

Brandi Hodges.

October 30, 2025. Clay Colombe, CEO of REDCO, presented a dividend
check to the Rosebud Sioux Tribe. This dividend highlights a monthly
commitment to supporting tribal initiatives and growth, especially in
light of the recent government shutdown and SNAP cuts. “REDCO is
committed to making these tribal dividend payments every month for
this fiscal year,” stated REDCO CEO, Clay Colombe. “This comes at time of
great need for the members of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, it will be used to
their benefit,” said Wooden Knife. The Rosebud Economic Development
Corporation is charged with creating sustainable economic ventures
which help to facilitate the local tribal economy.  “This is a good measure
that REDCO is operating at a level where it can now produce a dividend
payment to the tribe as was initially intended,” stated Treasurer Wayne
Boyd.

REDCO Presents Dividend Check to the Rosebud Sioux Tribe  

New Beginnings: Groundbreaking Ceremony for White River Health Care Center
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Season
Flu‌

We strongly encourage
you to get your Flu Shot

this season!
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Happy 

HALLOWEEN
President Wooden Knife and staff wish you a spooktacular Halloween!!!!
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Once there was a man, a fine hunter and good provider, who was very much in love with his wife. They had two beautiful
children, with a third on the way.

When his wife was about to give birth, she was in labor for a long time. The baby wouldn't come out, and it hurt so much
that the woman cried. The husband fetched an old woman who knew about such things, and she tried birthing medicine and

all her other powers. But nothing helped; the child wouldn't come out, and the young wife died.
The husband was crazy with grief. He had loved her so much, and now he didn't know what to do. He ate almost nothing. He

cut his little finger off to show how much he missed her. He held all kinds of ceremonies for her. Sometime after she had
died, the man was walking near his tipi one night when he saw a ghost. It was something like a white fog, a mist shaped like

a woman. It was his wife, calling him. She said:
"I couldn't stand seeing you grieve so much. I took pity on you. It's not at all bad where I am, and I can arrange for you and

the children to join me. Then we can walk the Milky Way together and never be separated again."
The man said: "Come into the tipi. Let's talk this over."

So the white shape went inside with him. They sat down. The man said: "I'm not quite ready to die yet. And the children are
too young to die. Instead of our going with you to that spirit place, can't you arrange it so that you come to life again and

stay with us?"
The ghost didn't know, and said she would ask and return in four days with an answer.

Four days later she came back, standing outside the tipi in the moonlight like a white mist. She called her husband and told
him:

"Well, all right; it's arranged for me to come to life again. Make a curtain of buffalo robes that I can hide behind, and don't
look at me or try to touch me for four days. If you do, I'll remain dead, so be careful, Husband."

The man followed every instruction. He hung the curtain and didn't look or let the children look behind it. He did
everything right. And after four days his wife came out from behind the curtain, young and pretty as before. The couple and

their children lived again as if she had never died. They were happy together.
When years had passed, however, the man fell in love with another woman. He told his wife: "I shall marry a second woman,
and she will share the work with you. You'll have someone to talk to when I'm away hunting. Things will be more pleasant."
But things were not so pleasant. The first wife tried to get along with the second one, but the new woman was proud and

jealous. And as often happens, the man paid more attention to his new wife, the younger and prettier one. The new woman
did not like having the old one around, either, and she told her:

"You're nothing but a ghost; you're not even real. Why do you hang around? Why don't you go back up to the Milky Way
where you belong? Go away, ghost!"

The first wife said nothing, but the next morning she was gone, and her husband and children also were gone with her.
They had vanished without a trace. This time the ghost wife had taken them to the spirit land rather than stay with them
down on earth. When the new wife realized what had happened, she was sorry for what she had said, but that didn't bring

them back.
* Told by Leonard Crow Dog in 1968

SpookySpooky  
 STORY FOR

OCTOBER

Lakota Sentence of The Month
Translation By Russell Eagle Bear

Lakota : Lakota Wounspe na Lakota Iyapi Unspe iciciyapo!
English: Learn the ways of our people and learn the

Lakota language!
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BREAST AND LIVER CANCER AWARENESSBREAST AND LIVER CANCER AWARENESS
MONTHMONTH  

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESSDOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTHMONTH

OCTOBER IS BREAST AND LIVER CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH, DEDICATED TO RAISING

AWARENESS, HONORING THOSE AFFECTED,
AND REAFFIRMING THE GLOBAL

COMMITMENT TO EQUITABLE CARE AND
IMPROVED SURVIVAL RATES FOR EVERYONE.

EVERY STORY IS UNIQUE, EVERY JOURNEY
MATTERS.

OCTOBER IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH,
RECOGNIZING SURVIVORS AND AIDING VICTIMS. DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE, PERVASIVE ACROSS ALL DEMOGRAPHICS,
ENCOMPASSES PHYSICAL, EMOTIONAL/PSYCHOLOGICAL,
SEXUAL, FINANCIAL, AND DIGITAL ABUSE—ALL PART OF AN
ABUSER'S PATTERN OF CONTROL. ITS IMMEDIATE EFFECTS
INCLUDE SEVERE PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL HARM, AND

EVEN DEATH. LONG-TERM, IT PERPETUATES CYCLES OF
ABUSE AND TRAUMA THROUGH GENERATIONS. HEALING

REQUIRES SUSTAINED SUPPORT AND COMMUNITY EFFORT
TO ENSURE SAFETY AND JUSTICE.










